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RESEARCH PLAN

Introduction

The important roles and effects of intellectual property protection to the relationship of trade have
been recognized internationally. The TRIPS Agreement makes clear that intellectual property
protection has been brought into the multilateral trade system of WTO. There have been more
disputes about intellectual property protection between China and the United States since 1990s,
which have affected the normal Sino-American trade relationship. More intellectual property
disputes will occur after China’s accession because of more goods and services imported from the
United States. It has essential importance for improvement of normal Sino-American trade

relationship to take studies on the reasons of these disputes and the ways to resolve them.

Work Plan

My proposed project includes 2 parts. Part A is the improvement of China’s intellectual property
protection, and Part B is the resolution of intellectual property disputes between both countries
under the WTO framework. In Part A, | will make recommendations from three aspects:
legislation, enforcement and education. In Part B, I will study the possibility of unilateral, bilateral

and multilateral resolutions.

In the period of my visiting, | will focus on the following aspects:

® The present situation of intellectual property problems in the trade relationship
between both counties;

® The difference of standards concerning intellectual property protection between
China and America, especially from the point view of American intellectual property
right holders;

® The role of America to the improvement of China’s intellectual property protection
in 1990s;

® The enforcement of HR4444 and Trade Act of 1947 after China’s accession to
WTO;

® Resolutions of disputes between America and its trade partners that are WTO

members.



